
Private Charles W. Sutton 

 

Charles was born in Bristol on 8 April 1896, the son of George and Sarah Sutton. In 1901 

four-year-old Charles was living with his parents, at Oak Cottage, East Anstey, where his 

father was employed as an agricultural labourer. By 1905 the family had moved to Silverton 

where George was employed at Greenslynch Farm. Charles left education in May 1909, and 

trained as a baker, and in 1911 he was living with the Read family at the Stores in Whimple, 

where he was employed as a baker. 

  

Charles joined the Army early in the war, joining the 8th (Service) Battalion of the 

Devonshire Regiment at Exeter, and transferring to Aldershot where he and the other recruits 

were trained. The battalion sailed for Le Havre where they disembarked on 3 August 1915, 

and then moved to Calonne-sur-la-Lys, joining up with their comrades of 9th (Service) 

Battalion. During the following battles the two battalions fought alongside each other. At the 

Battles of Loos and the Somme both received considerable loss of life: in July 1916 the 8th 

and 9th Battalions lost 550 men, including 25 officers. 

  

That wet winter was followed by what was described as the wettest summer in memory, and 

in dreadful conditions the 8th and 9th Devons were due to attack the village of Gheluvelt on 

26 October. During the battle the Germans fiercely counter-attacked, and the 8th Battalion 

had a total of 127 killed or missing, and 151 wounded, and the 9th had 143 killed or missing 

and 151 wounded. One of these was Charles Sutton, although it is not known at what stage in 

the action he was killed, but from a letter of condolence sent to his mother, he was shot 

through the head by a sniper and died instantly. 

  

The name of Private 33188 Charles W Sutton is recorded on the memorial at Hooge Crater 

Cemetery, West Vlaanderen, Belgium, and on that at his Silverton home. 

  

Contributor Graham Parnell 

 

  

 

 

 


