
Corporal George Thomas Slade 

 

 

George was born at Broadclyst, and baptised at St John’s Church on 12 September 1886, the 

son of Peter, a gardener, and Sarah Ann. In 1891 George is living with his mother, two older 

brothers and four sisters at Keeper’s Cottage, Clay Way, Beare, Broadclyst. By 1901 the 

family, now with two more children, had moved to Silverton Park Gardens, but George was 

living at Hellings, Broadclyst where he was employed as an apprentice butcher. 

  

In March 1906 George, now 19, enlisted at Exeter with the Royal Hussars, for seven years 

army and five years reserve service, and was posted to India in September of that year. His 

military history record shows that he spent the whole of his seven years’ service in India, and 

on returning to England June 1912, George was transferred to the Army Reserve. 

  

At some time during the next two years George travelled to Canada, and from his brother 

Robert’s address in Toronto he wrote to Royal Hussars at York on 9 March 1914, seeking 

permission to reside in the United States of America. No record of the reply to the request can 

be found, and the next record for George is in September 1914 when he was again serving in 

the Army.  

 

Private 5760 Slade moved to France on 8th November, and he was reported as being ill with 

influenza at Rouen on 10 April 1915, and returned to England the next month. George was 

promoted to Lance Corporal in May of 1917, and that month he was transferred from the 5th 

Reserve Cavalry Regiment, Royal Hussars to the Machine Gun Corps. He was allotted No. 

47842 at the Training Centre (Cavalry) Harrowby Camp, Grantham, from where he returned 

to the Front.  

 

On 20 August 1917, George was promoted to Corporal, but was killed in action on 26 March 

1918. 

  

Corporal George Thomas Slade is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial at Somme, France, 

as well as in his Silverton home, where a memorial service was held for him on 14 April 

1918. 
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