
2nd Lieutenant Edward Macartney Read 

 

Edward was born at Silverton, and baptised at St Mary’s Church on 2 February 1889. He was 

the eighth child of William Macartney and Ellen Taylor Read, farmer of Livingshayes, 

Silverton.  

 

The 1901 census records that Edward was a boarder at Collingwood School, Mont-le-Grand, 

Exeter; and he continued his education at Exeter School.  

 

In 1914 Ted enlisted as a private soldier (PS/3164) in the 4th Public Schools Battalion (the 

21st Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers), which formed at Epsom in September 1914.  In late 

June 1915 the Battalion became part of 98th Brigade in 33rd Division and landed on the 

Continent on 17th November 1915, spending the winter in France. During his service in the 

ranks Edward was promoted to lance-corporal, and at the end of February 1916 the 21st 

Royal Fusiliers returned to England, where it was disbanded two months later, many of its 

soldiers being commissioned in other regiments. 

  

After training at an Officer Training Unit in Cambridge, on 4 August 1916 Edward was 

commissioned into the 9th Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment.  He joined them in the 

Beaumont Hamel sector of the Somme on 19 September. 

  

In March 1917 the 9th Devons were involved in following up the German retreat from around 

Bapaume, north east to the Hindenburg Line near Arras.  On 2 April they took part in a night 

attack on the German positions at Ecoust.  Edward’s No 1 Company was one of the leading 

companies in a two-battalion attack with their sister battalion, the 8th Devons. The town was 

eventually captured, and many prisoners taken, but losses had been heavy, the 9th Devons 

lost 28 killed, including four officers, and 67 wounded, including one officer.  Two soldiers 

were missing.  In No 1 Company two officers were killed and one severely wounded.  Sadly, 

Edward was one of those killed.  He was 28. 

  

Edward’s remains were reported as having been buried at Mory-Ecoust Road Cemetery, but it 

was necessary to remove the bodies from this location, and to reinter them at the British 

Cemetery at Ecoust St. Main.  Unfortunately, when this work was undertaken no trace of the 

grave of Edward Read could be found, and it was thought that due to heavy shell fire which 

the cemetery suffered, all traces of Edward’s, and the graves of 24 other soldiers, were 

destroyed. To commemorate these 25 British soldiers a special memorial cross was erected in 

their memory at the cemetery. 

 

 Ted was the second of William and Ellen’s Read sons to die during the war, his brother Tom 

having died on the Somme in August 1916. They are remembered together on the Silverton 

War Memorial. 

  

 

Contributor Graham Parnell 

 

  

 

 

 


